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The State of Play on
Healthcare:
Opportunities for Offense

Key findings from nationwide survey among 1,035 likely voters
conducted June 11 to 17, 2018
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Overview of Key Findings
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Healthcare continues to be the voters’ top priority for the midterm elections,
across party lines. When Democrats put healthcare front and center in their
campaigns, they are connecting with what matters most to voters.

Democrats have important advantages over Republicans on the issue of
healthcare, but there is a need for Democrats to aggressively assert those
advantages, as some of the worst aspects of Republican healthcare policy are
not as top of mind for voters as they were last summer.

Voters’ healthcare priorities are driven by concerns about rising costs, with
over three-quarters of voters saying the country is moving in the wrong
direction on the cost of healthcare. Across party lines, voters are more
focused on the cost of healthcare than on the number of Americans with
health insurance coverage.
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Overview of Key Findings (continued)
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Specific healthcare priorities include: protecting Medicare for senior citizens,
supporting policies to lower the cost of premiums, copays, and deductibles,
making sure people with preexisting conditions can get affordable coverage,
and cracking down on excessive increases in the cost of prescription drugs.

Democrats have large advantages on the issue of protecting people with
preexisting conditions, and the Trump administration’s support for the 20-state
lawsuit to eliminate the current protections is an opportunity to both deepen
the advantage and make it more current in the election debate.

The single most important thing Democratic candidates can say about
themselves on the issue of healthcare is that they will take strong action to
deal with the overpricing of prescription drugs (e.g., Medicare negotiation,
review and rollback of excessive rates). Relief for high insurance costs (e.g.,
tax credits) also has significant appeal. Proposals for expanding coverage are
less salient.
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Overview of Key Findings (continued)

7. The most important points to make about Republicans are:
» They in are the pocket of the health insurance industry and drug companies;

» Their policies will raise healthcare costs for all Americans, especially people
with preexisting conditions, people over the age of 50, and women;

» They support massive cuts to Medicare and Medicaid to pay for their tax cut to
corporate special interests; and

» They have given gigantic tax cuts to the insurance companies and big drug
companies, which continue to pad their profits while raising healthcare costs
for average Americans.

PROTECT
OUR CARE The State of Play on Healthcare: Opportunities for Offense — June 2018 — Hart Research for Protect Our Care 4



HART

2 RESEARCH

Overview of Key Findings (continued)
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A clear majority of voters say they would be less likely to elect a Republican
candidate who supports President Trump’s efforts to sabotage and undermine the
ACA, which is at a high point in terms of favorable opinions. However, voters also
recognize that the ACA needs improvement, and the point of Democratic campaigns
should not be to protect the Affordable Care Act per se, as much as it is to protect
people’s healthcare and make their healthcare affordable.

Voters’ top-of-mind inclination is to blame Trump/Republicans far more than
Democrats for increases in health insurance premiums, and they blame insurance
companies as well. The instinct to blame Trump/Republicans rather than
Democrats or the ACA itself can be deepened by: (1) tying Republicans to insurance
and drug companies that got big tax cuts and still raise rates and prices, (2)
emphasizing ways in which Trump has caused premiums to go up through his
efforts to undermine the current law (e.g., short-term junk insurance plans, slashing
outreach and time for open enrollment, and findings of non-partisan experts
regarding Trump impact on rates).

The State of Play on Healthcare: Opportunities for Offense — June 2018 — Hart Research for Protect Our Care



Overwhelmingly, voters see the country going in the wrong

direction when it comes to the cost of healthcare.
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75%

78%

| B Headed in the wrong direction W Headed in the right direction |

40% Good-paying jobs in your community 60%
49% National security, relations with other countries 51%

54% How much you pay in taxes 46%

55% NUMBER OF AMERICANS WITH HEALTH INSURANCE 45%
59% Wages/income keeping up with cost of living 41%

60% Corporations paying fair share of taxes 40%
Cost of gasoline 25%

COST OF HEALTHCARE  22%
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The cost of healthcare is a dominant concern for voters
across parties.

Which two of these issues do you care the most about these days? By 2018 House Vote

Demo- Repub-

crat lican Undecided
@,
o o ather countries
with other countries
e soet of e
with cost of living
Ava-llabl-llty of good-payl.ng 17% 19% 19%
jobs in your community
° . .
2 Numbet: of Americans with 22% 9% 7%
¢ health insurance coverage
Corporations paying fair 21% 6% 4%

share of taxes
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Healthcare remains the most frequently selected voting issue.

Which two of the following issues will be the most important to

[ Toll [ ? Jan Aug May
you in deciding how to vote for Congress this year: Jon ~fug  May

Immigration 18% 17% 17%
Taxes w5 2% 0w

Government spending 17% 15% 17%
Education 18% 15% 16%
National defense 12% 10% 11%
Terrorism 11% 18% 14%

PROTECT
OUR CARE The State of Play on Healthcare: Opportunities for Offense — June 2018 — Hart Research for Protect Our Care 8



HART 2ESEARGH

Democrats have a large advantage on key healthcare priorities.
e

Which party do you think is more likely to do each of these? m
| m Democrats/a lot more Democrats M Republicans  mRepublicans/a lot more | Denl’\:g(t:rats
more likely

Work to expand the number of people 5 o
with health insurance 359% 220 c +30
Make sure people do not have their health 22% e
insurance taken away from them +26
Make sure people with preexisting medical ) )
conditions can get affordable coverage 36% 220 15% +26
Protect Medicare for senior citizens 239 18% +18
Care more about average person than big " .
drug companies/health insurers S b L +14
Support policies to lower the cost of ” .
insurance premiums, co-pays, deductibles e 3k ek +12
Support policies to hold down Rx costs, . . .
crack down on excessive price increases U ek A +8
Give people freedom to choose health .
insurance coverage best for them

Work to repeal and replace the Affordable .
Care Act (Obamacare)

-2

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

On healthcare overall, voters trust Democrats more than Republicans by 55% to 45%
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Voters’ top healthcare priorities are protecting Medicare,
lowering costs, and ensuring affordable coverage for pre-
existing conditions.

By 2018 House Vote

. . . . . > Demo-  Repub.
Which three of these are most important to you in the election for Congress this year: emo ePUb:  ndecided

Protect Medicare for o
senior citizens 1% so%  51%
Praiihe, co-pays, deducsibles ’ ’ ’
premiums, co-pays, deductibles 44% 45% 44% 43%
itions con et affordanl coverags ’ °
conditions can get affordable coverage < 49% 27% 36%
o ok down on price increnses
costs, crack down on price increases 35% 34% 37% 32%
e thrug companics/beatth meurcrs I N
big drug companies/health insurers 36% 24% 38%
O P anco covarage host for them
insurance coverage best for them 2 17% 44% 31%

Make sure people do not have their
health insurance taken away 37% 18% 34%

Work to repeal and replace the
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) 6% 50% 24%

Work to expand the number of people
with health insurance 24% 6% 11%
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The Republican lawsuit that would invalidate the ACA’s community-
rating provisions could deepen the GOP’s vulnerability on pre-
existing conditions and other forms of insurance discrimination.

Do you approve or disapprove of the actions of the Trump Justice Department in supporting this lawsuit?

Information prior to question:
20 Republican state attorneys general have filed
By 2018 House Vote a lawsuit to overturn and eliminate jche part of
the Affordable Care Act that requires health
87% insurance companies to cover people with
preexisting medical conditions without charging
74% them more for their coverage. The lawsuit would
66% overturn and eliminate parts of the law that
0 protect women and people over the age of 50
60% . .
+32 \ +20 +48 from being charged more for their coverage.
a

| Strongly approve Somewhat approve B Strongly disapprove Somewhat disapprove |

disapprove pprove disapprove

Normally, the U.S. Department of Justice would
defend federal laws against this type of lawsuit,
but instead, the Trump Justice Department went
to court and agreed that these protections
should be repealed. If the Trump administration
succeeds, insurance companies will once again
be able to deny coverage or charge higher
premiums for up to 130 million Americans with a
preexisting condition.

0,
34% 77% L —

26%
230 47%
13%

9%

All voters Democrat Republican Undecided

23%
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The most important things Democrats can say and do
proactively on healthcare involve cracking down on the high
cost of prescription drugs.

Learning this about a Democratic candidate for Congress would make me MORE FAVORABLE toward him/her:

85%  Would require Medicare to negotiate with drug companies for lowest possible prices
77%  Would give middle-class taxpayers income tax credit for premiums, deductibles, co-pays

75%  Would require drug companies to justify any large Rx cost increases, give government the
authority to deny excessive increases

73% Would hold the pharmaceutical industry accountable for its role in promoting opioid use and creating the
opioid addiction crisis

69% Would give middle-class taxpayers income tax credit for premiums, deductibles, co-pays, paid for by
rolling back some recent tax cuts for insurance industry and big drug companies

66% Wants to keep what works in the ACA and make improvements in it
61% Favors allowing people over age 55 to buy into Medicare

51% Wants to replace the ACA with single-payer healthcare system like Medicare for All, under which everyone would receive
their health insurance through the government

41% Wants to replace the ACA with single-payer healthcare system, under which everyone would receive their health insurance
through the government
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Tying Republicans to drug and insurance money is powerful.

Learning this about a Republican candidate for Congress would make me LESS FAVORABLE toward him/her:

78%  Accepts large contributions from the health insurance industry and drug companies

74%  Supports making large cuts to Medicaid

59% Supports President Trump/Trump administration’s efforts to sabotage and undermine the ACA
55% Would take away Medicaid coverage from people who do not meet a work requirement

53% Wants to completely repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act

52% Wants to completely repeal the Affordable Care Act

51% Supports the healthcare policies of President Trump and the Trump administration

34% Voted to eliminate the penalty that people were required to pay if they did not purchase health insurance (60% more
favorable)
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Many of the best healthcare negatives against Republicans
include ties to the tax bill.

| H Gives me VERY MAJOR doubts about GOP candidate B Gives me FAIRLY MAJOR doubts |

Voted to give huge tax cuts to major
pharmaceutical companies that 55% 21% 76%
continue to jack up prices for Rx drugs

Voted to give huge tax cuts to big health
insurance, who are using tax cuts to pad

0,
profits instead of lowering premiums 55% 20 76%

Voted for massive tax cuts to corporate
special interests, Americans foot the
bill: Medicare/Medicaid gutted 56% 19% 75%

Voted to give huge tax cuts to major
pharmaceutical companies that are
using tax cuts to rewarc_i CEOs, contlpue 53% 2% 75%
to jack up Rx prices

Voted for tax bill that gives huge tax
cuts to wealthiest, while mainly average
people are seeing their tax cut wiped 52% 20%
out by higher healthcare costs

\‘
s
S
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Other powerful negatives against Republicans come from the GOP
repeal bills, but these facts need to be refreshed for voters.

| H Gives me VERY MAJOR doubts about GOP candidate B Gives me FAIRLY MAJOR doubts |

Voted to allow discrimination against
preexisting conditions again: could cost

cancer patients $150,000 55% 21% 76%

Voted to allow charging people over age 50
five times more for health insurance 56% 19% 75%

Backs plan letting insurance charge women
more: pay extra for prenatal care, childbirth,

delivery, Rx birth control 52% 23% 75%

Voted to weaken protections for preexisting
conditions: insurance charge for preexisting

byt [v) 0, 0
conditions much more 50% 22% 72%

Supports large cuts to Medicaid: millions lose
health coverage, cuts to nursing home care, 49% 23% 72%
care for children with severe disabilities

CBO/independent analysts say health-care
repeal plan this candidate supports would 48% 23% 71%
raise premiums 12% to 20%/year

Voted for healthcare repeal plan that would
take away affordable coverage from at least 45% 21% 66%
24 million Americans

Supports Trump admin efforts to sabotage
ACA, experts say they push up premiums for 43% 20% 63%
people buying coverage
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Voters are favorable to the ACA by a 12-point margin, but most
say it needs support and improvement to work well.

Overall Opinion of the ACA

56% Jan 2018
Aug 2017
May 2017
44%

Mar 2017

Feb 2017

Very
unfavorable

27%

Very
favorable

21%

Favorable Unfavorable
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Favor-

able
52%
53%
55%
54%

50%

Unfavor-
able

45%
47%
45%
46%

45%
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Assessment the of ACA

Works reasonably
well now

17%

Failure that will
never work well

32%

51%

Can work well in future
with proper support/
improvements

16
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The most common top-of-mind reaction to higher premiums is to
blame Trump and the Republicans—far fewer blame Democrats.

There are news reports that several insurance companies will ask for large premium increases later this year
for plans they offer to individuals and small businesses on the healthcare exchanges. If these large premium
increases occur, who will you blame or hold responsible?

18% 18%
14%
12%
10%
9%
5%
President, Republicans, Insurance Government Democrats Congress (failed Obama, Obama
Donald Trump Republican Party  companies federal/local to pass bill) administration
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After back-and-forth on who is to blame for premium increase,
more voters blame Trump and GOP than Democrats.

After reading what the two sides say, who do you think will be more to blame if there are large increases in premiums
for plans that individuals and small businesses buy on the health insurance exchanges?

Statements prior to question:

DEMOCRATS: “From his very first day in office . . . President Trump has
worked to sabotage and repeal the Affordable Care Act . . . made it harder
for people to sign up for coverage by cutting the open enrollment period in
half and slashing funding for public outreach about enrollment by 90%.
Now, with the support of congressional Republicans, he is promoting the sale

51%

41% of short-term junk insurance plans that don’t provide essential coverage
and exclude people with preexisting conditions. . . . Trump and
congressional Republicans will cause premiums to rise . . . by an average of

18%. Even Trump’s first secretary of health says that the sabotage efforts of
Trump and Republicans in Congress are a major cause of double-digit

Much insurance premium increases this year.”
more to

blame Much REPUBLICANS: “Health insurance premiums have skyrocketed ever since the
33% more to Democrats pushed through Obamacare—and even if you can find an
blame Obamacare plan with affordable premiums, it has high deductibles and co-
23% pays . . . imposes so many government mandates on health insurance—
forcing people to buy more coverage than they want, instead of letting
people choose the coverage they want on the free market. . . . Democrats

refuse to work with President Trump to replace Obamacare with a new and

. . better healthcare law, and Democrats even refused to support compromise
Pres-ldent.Trump/ Democrats in Congress efforts to help stabilize the health insurance markets and reduce costs by
Republicans in Congress 40%.”
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